
Camden Air Action / Camden Transition Towns Network
Response to Camden’s Consultation on Clean Air Action Plan for 2018 - 2022

Camden Air Action members welcome the ambition and passion that has been expressed during 
the production of this plan.  We fully support the Council in their ambition to adhere to WHO 
maximum air pollution levels by 2030.  And we welcome the way in which this plan has attempted 
to engage community, business, and a wide range of Camden Council’s own departments. 

Responding to the consultation on the draft Clean Air Action Plan, we make the following 
points:

1. The plan includes far too many activities, and far too few of them are new actions.
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Health 3 2 1 8 2 7   2  25
Lobbying    1 1  6 3   11
Buildings   8 1       9
Construction 3 5 5 1 2      16

Deliveries 5 3 1 2 2      13
Transport 8 6 2  1     1 18
Communities 
and schools 7 6  2 1      16
Grand Total 26 22 17 15 9 7 6 3 2 1 108

This table categorises all the actions in the plan that are not fully owned by external stake holders.  
In a context of serious constraints on finance and officer time, it is concerning to see that Action 
and Enforcement together make up just 43 of 108 activities 

2. Action points are not specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and time-bound (SMART). 
Actions relating to transport, deliveries and communities are often controversial, and can involve 
upheaval and cost.  Setting realistic and specific quantified targets is of the utmost importance 
when actions are subject to challenge.  The challenge of cleaning up the air we breathe is urgent, 
and short deadlines are needed.

3. In particular, clear Interim Targets are needed to support progress to achieving the World 
Health Organisation ‘safe’ level for air pollution by 2030. Ideally linked to the three Clear Air 
Action Plans of 2018-22, 2022 – 2026 and 2026 – 2030. This is essential if aspiration and policy are 
to be turned into solid achievement. Setting a firm framework for attaining and reviewing progress 
will also provide learning that will inform subsequent plans on the journey to achieving the 2030 
pollution reduction goal. It’s essential we have a clear picture of the path and our achievements, 
year by year, towards reaching the WHO limits. Without this, there is no way to gauge whether 
the actions taken are getting adequate results. The CAAP must set target pollutant levels for the 
plan period so we can see if we are on track to the 2030 target. 



4. Partnerships with neighbouring boroughs are insufficiently explored.
It is evident that Camden cannot meet air pollution challenges alone.  Actions in all sectors would 
be strengthened by stronger and more clearly described close cross-borough co-operation and the 
sharing of experience.

5. Where progress is difficult and controversial, busywork has sometimes been substituted for 
genuine action
Actions that will reduce transport emissions and protect residents from exposure – especially 
vulnerable residents – are often controversial and disruptive. This challenge must be accepted.  
There should be no distraction from the real issue. We urge Camden to be courageous and 
tenacious in trialling and winning support for what may be controversial actions - through 
excellent and inclusive communication, and through strong alliances– with both local Camden 
communities, and with influential external stakeholder allies - to support their implementation. 

6. The importance and urgency of protecting Camden communities from toxic air should not be 
underestimated or compromised, and links to the wider crises of climate change, resource 
depletion, plastics pollution, food security and species extinction must be made. 

7. We urge Camden Council to follow the example of some other local authorities, and London 
Mayor Sadiq Khan, by declaring a CLIMATE EMERGENCY - to safeguard local communities 
through a coordinated narrative and effective and timely action on these linked challenges. 

Commenting on specific actions in the Clean Air Action Plan 

1. Reducing Emissions from Buildings and from Building Construction

1.1 We welcome the stated commitment to enforce of clean air standards on NRMM used 
during building construction (much of it still diesel powered), but urge clearer action 
planning on HOW this can be achieved, including targets, timescales and resources. 

1.2 We welcome the greater involvement and training of both environmental health 
officers and the public health sector in this and urge Camden to make adequate 
resource allocation to ensure they are sufficiently trained and briefed (and numerous!) 
to be effective in dealing with polluting contractors and sites. 

1.3 While we welcome the proposed involvement of local communities through a new 
Neighbourhood Pollution Watch scheme, both resource allocation and infrastructure 
development will be needed to make it effective. Communities will need both clear 
information and training (possibly through the recognised TRA and Council estates 
District Management Committee network?) to play their part. Clear, accessible and 
responsive lines for reporting will be essential, and Camden’s resulting action in 
enforcing clean air construction site action will need both swift and transparent. 

1.4 We urge Camden to take action to enforce anti-pollution regulation on the growing 
number of smaller trades and subcontractor vans associated with local building projects.   

1.5 Buildings produce both air pollution and climate changing emissions, and we urge 
Camden to ensure that polices, staff training and action to tackle both is clearly linked.

1.6 Planning policies and regulation should clearly favour pollution and climate change 
reduction design, including within Camden’s many conservation areas. Advice to both 
planning staff and building owners should reflect this. Inspiring and practical information 
that encourages zero emissions new buildings, and the retrofit of older property to 
contemporary standards of comfort and performance, should be readily accessible. 



2. Reducing emissions from transport around and through the borough

2.1 We welcome Camden’s emphasis in making a shift to more active modes of transport, 
such as walking and cycling, with associated clean fuel public transport, and new 
schemes like electric car clubs and pedicabs, favoured above individual car transport. We 
consider this to be a more equal and inclusive approach to transport resource allocation 
than prioritising a highly intensive electric vehicle recharging framework – important 
though provision for electric vehicle charging is in the mix of local transport modes. 

2.2 We consider it essential Camden takes stronger linked action with neighbouring 
boroughs and Transport for London to tackle dangerous levels of pollution, congestion 
and through borough traffic. Particular attention is needed to protect vulnerable 
locations such as schools and local high streets, with air pollution given greater emphasis 
in transport planning.  

2.3 We urge Camden to be both courageous and tenacious in working to break the 
deadlock over acting to reduce high levels of pollution on major roads, and to set strict 
target levels and deadlines for NO2 reductions that reflect the urgent need to reduce 
transport emissions – as the largest generator of air pollution in the borough. 

2.4  This requires an associated hierarchy of actions to be taken, with timescales for 
achievement, coupled with intensive monitoring to identify continuing pollution 
hotspots, and record where pollution reducing action is being effective. Good data is 
essential to winning the arguments for clean air action. 

2.5  We also welcome the partnering with expert institutions (such as UCL) in drawing up 
this plan and urge Camden to continue this to support effective implementations.

2.6 We welcome Camden’s commitment to reducing pollution from engine idling, and urge 
strong, urgent and properly documented action on preventing idling by black cab taxis 
around major railway stations, and by diesel powered ice cream vans around local 
schools and park entrances in Camden – with the entrance to Parliament Hill on 
congested and polluted Gordon House Road being a notable child health hot spot. 

3. Reducing emissions from Business, Deliveries and Freight

3.1 We welcome Camden’s continuing development of their freight consolidation centre, 
and its opening up to other boroughs and commercial companies, as an effective way to 
reduce HGV transport and deliveries in congested inner city borough locations.  We urge 
Camden to accelerate this development, and to provide templates for private companies 
to develop similar shared resources.

3.2 We urge Camden to target influential major online shopping delivery companies, such 
as Amazon, to join this initiative – together with continuing to favour delivery to local 
high street collection points over and above delivery to individual homes – to reduce 
pollution in local streets and encourage more visits to local high street shops.  

3.3 Time-bound quantified targets for reducing the number of delivery vans on the road are 
needed, together with time-bound quantified targets for the increasing number of 
journeys made by zero tailpipe emission vehicles/e-cargo bikes. This information is 
essential to charting the required shift to non-polluting ‘final mile’ delivery options; for 
demonstrating the effectiveness of zero emissions transport and delivery options; and to 
encourage uptake of zero emissions deliveries by a wide range of local businesses.

3.4  We urge tighter controls and enforcement of loading restrictions on main roads during 
daytime hours, and trialling feasibility of late night/ early morning deliveries outside 
normal shopping hours and leisure use of local highstreets. 



3.5 While we welcome the proposal to support promoting sustainable business practices 
through clean air innovation in designated Business Improvement Districts (BIDs), we 
urge Camden to extend any toolkits resulting from this to support behaviour change 
among hard pressed (and sometimes demoralised) businesses on local high streets, 
where any restriction on car transport is often perceived as a threat to customer footfall

3.6 Similarly, we urge Camden to promote information on the benefits of clean air and 
greener business, delivery and shopping practices to traditional small businesses through 
an extension of Camden’s Climate Change Alliance network.

3.7  We suggest Camden include canal transport in their framework for actions to reduce 
emissions from freight, and R&D ways to increase canal freight deliveries and make the 
shift to green fuel canal transport.

4. Safeguarding Communities and Schools from air pollution

4.1 We welcome Camden’s action to reduce pollution levels around local schools, through 
initiatives like Healthy Schools Streets Zones, a Low Emissions Schools Neighbourhood 
and after schools Play Streets. We urge Camden to speed up their implementation, and 
to investigate extending these short-term traffic restrictions to roads that are walking 
routes to schools.

4.2 We urge Camden to find ways to win the ‘hearts and minds’ argument for safeguarding 
our children over and above local resident concerns about restrictions on driver
convenience, or sharing traffic loads for these short periods at the start and end of the 
school day. 

4.3 We urge occasional Air Emergency Road Closures on wider surrounding streets / walking 
routes to school on high pollution days, as recommended by the Royal College of 
Physicians.

4.4 And we recommend Camden explore options for installing double red lines around 
schools, to prevent ALL parking and loading.

4.5 We urge Camden expand their programme of community anti Idling champions 
/ambassadors outside local schools, and link this to the proposed Neighbourhood 
Pollution Watch scheme (see 1.3). This would help give local households a direct line to 
report serious infringements, such as, reportedly, by some school bus services brought in 
to reduce individual school run car traffic, who allegedly now park with engines running 
in streets adjacent to schools.   

4.6 We strongly support continuing schools air pollution education projects, as an excellent
focus for bringing school communities together to tackle air pollution, and to inform staff 
and families of the threat it poses to children’s health, and actions that can be taken.

4.7 We strongly support the piloting of a school students sustainability council in Camden 
senior schools (‘The Sustainers’) to support development of knowledge and skills among 
students in building healthier and friendlier sustainable future communities. 

4.8 More emphasis needs to be given to the role played by local green infrastructure, and 
by hedges and ‘live screening’, in improving air quality in outdoor open green spaces. 
And this has to be linked to banning use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides and 
herbicides by Camden and by Camden contractors, and to a public education campaign 
to stop their use in private gardens. Their use is harmful to human health, and to 
essential pollinator species and other vital insects. And it’s notable that companies 
manufacturing and selling these products employ the same arguments about 
‘inconclusive evidence’ as those previously used by tobacco companies to undermine 
regulation of smoking. Camden should be at the forefront of refusing to support the use 
of these dangerously polluting chemicals.



5. Engaging the health sector in reducing pollution and improved lobbying.

5.1 We welcome the proposed institutional actions to raise the profile of the health impacts of 
air pollution within the Council, and Camden’s proposed lobbying efforts. However, we 
consider that Camden is missing an opportunity to strengthen clean air action within 
Camden by not including promoting and supporting the development of lobbying skills for 
local community and activist groups in the Plan’s actions. Together we are louder!

5.2 It is vital that Camden respond to the associated challenges of climate change, resource 
depletion, single use plastic, species extinction and air pollution with coordinated, 
measurable and timely actions. And - given the short timescales involved, and the levels of 
coordination required - we urge the Council to follow the example of other local 
authorities, and London Mayor Sadiq Khan, by declaring a Climate Emergency. 

5.3 This level of wising up to pollution and climate change will require the sort of focused staff 
training, both in Camden and in Camden’s contracting and supply organisations, used to 
support changing attitudes and behaviour around equalities and health and safety. 

5.4 More attention needs to be given to mitigating the effects of air pollution - for example 
by planting, screening, and by paying more attention to indoor air quality; and to ensuring 
information on air pollution reaches a wider range of homes and communities in Camden. 
Health services have a vital role in this, with clinics, health centres and GP surgeries as 
frontline locations for providing and displaying information on actions we can take to 
protect ourselves from pollution, and ways we can reduce the pollution that we generate. 

Camden Air Action and the Camden Transition Towns Network, together with Kentish Town Road 
Action and others who participated in CAA’s Consultation Workshop on 13/02/2019 (see 
signatories listed below), offer these comments to both support Camden’s Clean Air Action Plan, 
and to challenge Camden to make this plan clearer, bolder and more effective. 

Sincerely from 

For Camden Air Action / Camden Transition Towns Network

Camden Air Action Core Team members: 
Debbie Bourne Transition Kentish Town (TKT)
Kathie Conn    Transition Town Belsize Park (TTB)
Noemi Drew Kentish Town School
Pamela Edwards Transition Kentish Town
Stephen Evans Transition Kentish Town (TKT)
Steven Edwards Camden Cyclists
Ian Grant Kentish Town NF/Power Up North London/TKT
Doro Marden Transition Primrose Hill (TPH)
Dee Searle Camden Green Party local community action 
Stephen Taylor Hampstead Neighbourhood Forum 
Rachel Wrangham TKT/Kentish Town School Patents 

Supporting signatories from the 13/02/2019 CAA draft CAAP Consultation Workshop 
Frances Agostini NW3GSR
Harriet Atkinson Local Resident
Paul Braithwaite AQGOST
George Coulouris Camden Cyclists
Nicola Daunton Environmental Projects Leader, Castlehaven Community Centre



Tony Edwards Transition Kentish Town
Caroline Hill Chair of Kentish Town Road Action
Chris Hudson Kentish Town Neighbourhood Forum
Ruth Kilsby Local Resident & Seahorse Environmental Communications
Helena Paul Fortune Green/ West Hampstead Neighbourhood Forum
Mimi Romilly Euston HS2 Protestors
Tom Rubens Local resident
Dr. Stan Theophilou Fleet School parent / 


